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1.0 Abstracts Of Current Articles 
 

1.1 Psychology 

 
 

1.1.1  LISA LIM,  ET. AL.         

Shared book reading behaviours of children with down syndrome before and after participation 

in the MultiLit reading tutor program: an exploratory study. 

AUSTRALIAN JOURNAL OF LEARNING DIFFICULTIES. VOL. 23, NO.1, MAY 2018, 31-

51p. 

This exploratory study compares the shared book reading behaviours of five school aged 

children with DS (aged 11 years 6 months to 15 years 6 months) before and after participation in 

an intervention which included selected components of the MultiLit Reading Tutor Program.  

The program was delivered 1:1 to participants each week  over a 12 week period.  Analysis of 

the average performance across the group revealed that the proportion of reading errors relative 

to the number of words read from preintervention to postintervention were significantly reduced.  

Significant improvement was also seen in shared book reading fluency following intervention.  

Individual case study data is also presented.  Postintervention, reading errors per minute were 

reduced for two participants (P4 and P5). Reading dysfluencies per minute decreased for two 

participants (P1 and P5) while all participants improved in shared book reading fluency.  

Preliminary results suggest that children with D5 can generalize skills taught in the MultiLit 

Reading Tutor Program to shared book reading, although variability regarding changes in 

literacy abilities postintervention was observed.         

 

 
1.1.2  AYELET GURR        

Challenging behavior, functioning difficulties, and quality of life of adults with intellectual 

disabilities. 

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES, VOL. 64, NO.1, 

JANUARY 2018, 35-44p. 

Objective: The current study aimed at examining the correlations between challenging behaviors. 

Difficulties in functioning, and quality of life in institutionalized adults with intellectual 

disabilities. 

Methods: A sample of 53 people with intellectual disabilities and challenging behavior who 

resided in a large institutional care facility was recruited.  The research questionnaire included 

the following instruments: (1) The challenging behavior scale; (2) The World Health 

Organization Disability Assessment Schedule 20; and (3) The Personal Well-Being index.   

Results: No significant correlation was found between challenging behavior and quality of life. 

However, more challenging behavior found to be correlated with greater difficulties in 

functioning.  Furthermore, a weak correlation was found between difficulties in functioning and 

quality of life. Participants who had greater difficulty functioning tended to exhibit lower levels 
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of quality of life.  No. significant associations were found between the sample’s personal 

characteristics (gender, age, and the severity of intellectual disability) and challenging behavior, 

difficulties in functioning, and quality of life. 

Conclusion: Empowering personal functioning of people with intellectual disabilities is 

important in planning rehabilitation interventions.  Such interventions are likely to promote a 

higher quality of life. There is the need for future research to further investigate the relationship 

found in this study. 

 

 

 

1.1.3   EMILY M. LIVINGSTON, ET. AL.         

Developmental dyslexia: emotional impact and consequences. 

AUSTRALIAN JOURNAL OF LEARNING DIFFICULTIES. VOL. 23, NO.2, NOVEMBER 

2018, 107-135p. 

Learning disabilities are associated with mental health, behavioural and social difficulties.  

Developmental dyslexia is a particularly salient example of a learning disability that is associated 

with social and emotional consequences that are not considered primary features of the disorder.  

These issues can remain and, in some cases, escalate in adulthood. Practitioners should be made 

aware of the consequences of the emotional impact of such learning disabilities. The following is 

a comprehensive review of over 100 journal articles investigating the emotional consequences of 

developmental dyslexia.   Articles published between 1980 and 2018 were found using keywords 

“dyslexia” or “emotion” or “internalizing behaviour”,   “externalizing behaviour”, “depression” 

or “anxiety”. This review provides an overview of the literature investigating the emotional 

consequences of developmental dyslexia and suggestions to avoid or at least minimize3 these 

consequences on the individual, their family and society are provided. 

 

 

 

 

1.1.4   AYELET GURR        

Challenging behavior, functioning difficulties, and quality of life of adults with intellectual 

disabilities. 

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES, VOL. 64, NO.1, 

JANUARY 2018, 35-44p. 

Objective: The current study aimed at examining the correlations between challenging behaviors. 

Difficulties in functioning, and quality of life in institutionalized adults with intellectual 

disabilities. 

Methods: A sample of 53 people with intellectual disabilities and challenging behavior who 

resided in a large institutional care facility was recruited.  The research questionnaire included 

the following instruments: (1) The challenging behavior scale; (2) The World Health 

Organization Disability Assessment Schedule 20; and (3) The Personal Well-Being index.   

Results: No significant correlation was found between challenging behavior and quality of life. 

However, more challenging behavior found to be correlated with greater difficulties in 

functioning.  Furthermore, a weak correlation was found between difficulties in functioning and 

quality of life. Participants who had greater difficulty functioning tended to exhibit lower levels 
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of quality of life.  No. significant associations were found between the sample’s personal 

characteristics (gender, age, and the severity of intellectual disability) and challenging behavior, 

difficulties in functioning, and quality of life. 

Conclusion: Empowering personal functioning of people with intellectual disabilities is 

important in planning rehabilitation interventions.  Such interventions are likely to promote a 

higher quality of life. There is the need for future research to further investigate the relationship 

found in this study. 

 

 

 

1.1.5   EMILY M. LIVINGSTON, ET. AL.         

Developmental dyslexia: emotional impact and consequences. 

AUSTRALIAN JOURNAL OF LEARNING DIFFICULTIES. VOL. 23, NO.2, NOVEMBER 

2018, 107-135p. 

Learning disabilities are associated with mental health, behavioural and social difficulties.  

Developmental dyslexia is a particularly salient example of a learning disability that is associated 

with social and emotional consequences that are not considered primary features of the disorder.  

These issues can remain and, in some cases, escalate in adulthood. Practitioners should be made 

aware of the consequences of the emotional impact of such learning disabilities. The following is 

a comprehensive review of over 100 journal articles investigating the emotional consequences of 

developmental dyslexia.   Articles published between 1980 and 2018 were found using keywords 

“dyslexia” or “emotion” or “internalizing behaviour”,   “externalizing behaviour”, “depression” 

or “anxiety”. This review provides an overview of the literature investigating the emotional 

consequences of developmental dyslexia and suggestions to avoid or at least minimize3 these 

consequences on the individual, their family and society are provided. 

 

 

 
1.1.6 MARK LITTLEWOOD, ET. AL.        

Exploring the emotion regulation strategies used by adults with intellectual disabilities. 

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES, VOL. 64, NO.3, 

JUNE 2018, 204-211p. 

Objectives: There is a growing body of evidence emotion regulation difficulties are a common 

factor in the development and maintenance of mental health problems in the general population, 

however relatively little is known of the emotion regulation strategies used by people with 

intellectual disabilities.  

Method: A qualitative approach was used to explore the emotion regulation strategies used by 

adults with mild intellectual disability in interpersonal experiences.  Semi- structured interviews 

were conducted with 11 participants with the transcripts analyzed using thematic analysis. 

Results: Three main-themes, each with two sub-themes were identified; regulatory talk (sub- 

themes of ‘self-talk’ and ‘talking about emotions in beneficial’), avoidance (sub-themes of 

‘avoidance is bad’ and ‘avoidance can be good’) and cognitive strategies (sub-themes of 

‘cognitive distraction’ and ‘cognitive reappraisal’). 
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Conclusions: The min-themes suggest people with intellectual disabilities can use a range of 

strategies in different contexts. Research and clinical impolications are discussed.   

 

 

 

 

1.1.7   YUFANG CHENG, ET. AL.        

Investigation mobile emotional learning for children with autistic spectrum disorders. 

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES, VOL. 64, NO.1, 

JANUARY 2018, 25-34p. 

Realizing facial expression is likely to be one of the earliest facilitators of social engagement, 

and it is a core deficit for individuals with autism spectrum disorder (ASD) to build social 

relationship. Mobile learning creates the possibility of a learning environment and visual stimuli 

that can adapt its informal learning to help the realization of facial expression for the ASD. The 

proposed 3D Complex Facial Expression Recognition (3CFER) system was developed to help 

the deficit in facial expressions for this population.  This study therefore, explored how children 

with ASD performed realizing facial expression using the 3CFER system; and how the 

phenomena of using the learning system for people with ASD performs.  Participans (n=24,16 

males and B females, m=11.3 years old) were randomly assigned to either a control or an 

experimental group, and involved with the pre-and post-test sessions.  The control was not 

engaged in the system – treatment; and the experimental undertook the system-operation.  The 

result showed that the experimental had great improvement in realizing facial expression 

compared with control, and surprise and shyness were mostly easy to be identified for them. The 

performance of using mobile learning system was promising well.  However, the informal 

experience of recognizing facial expression in different social contexts was meaningful learning 

for this population.  

 

 

 
1.1.8    BIZA STENFERT KROESE  &  NATALIE SMITH.      

How do psychologists experience working with staff in residential care settings for people with 

an intellectual disability?      

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES, VOL. 64, NO.3, 

JUNE 2018, 144-157p. 

Background:While psychologists working wi9th people with an intellectual disability routinely 

work with care staff in residential care homes there is a lack of research investigating how 

psychologists can effectively assess, collaborate, and engage with staff groups. 

Aims: This research seeks tto explore psychologists’ experiences of working with staff in 

residential care homes in order to develop an understanding of how psychologists manage the 

work and to help generate clinical solutions to psychological problems. 

Methods: Seven clinical psychologists and one counseling psychologist were interviewed using a 

semi-structured interview focusing on participants’ interactions with staff.  Interviews were 

transcribed and analyzed using interpretative phenomenological analysis. 

Findings:  Themes common across participants included ‘development and maintenance of a 

ttherapeutic relationship,’ ‘theory and emotion,’  ‘perceived restrictions,’ ‘safety,’ ‘ developing 
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and identity as a psychologist,’ ‘ support and shared experiences,’ ‘motivation,’ and ‘conflict and 

the roles of a psychologist.’ 

Conclusions: Participants experienced several barriers to carrying out effective psychological 

work with staff in residential care homes.  The various ways they have sougtht to address these 

are discussed.  A preliminary model is proposed to describe what is needed for psychologists to 

be effective when working with staff in residential care homes.       

 

 

 
1.1.9 EMMA MARIE WILLIAMS, ET. AL.      

The subjective experiences of women with intellectual disabilities and offending behavior: 

exploring their experiences of ‘ home’.      

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES, VOL. 64, NO.3, 

JUNE 2018, 132-143p. 

Objectives: Services supporting individuals with intellectual disabilities are changing in the UK 

with a drive towards community care and reducing inpatient provision.  More needs to be known 

about the experiences and opinions of individuals living in inpatient settings.  Women with 

intellectual disabilities and offending behavior are a particularly complex, under – represented 

group affected by these organizational changes.  This research aims to consult women with 

intellectual disabilities, living in a secure hospital, to explore their housing experiences and 

consult women with intellectual disabilities, living in a secure hospital, to explore their housing 

experiences and hopes for future home and care environments. 

Method: Seven participant’s experiences, and the meaning they assign to tthese experiences, 

were explored through semi-structured interviews.  Their narratives were analyzed utilizing 

interpretive phenomenological Analysis. 

Results: Four super ordinate themes emerged from the analysis (i) hospital as helpful (ii) hospital 

as undesirable (iii) a sense of belonging (iv) I want to be as independent as I can. ‘The subtheme 

importance of people’ emerged throughout with illustrations of why people are important 

relating the each superordinate theme. 

Conclusions: The women interviewed experienced living in hospital as both helpful and 

undesirable.  They wanted to live as independently as possible in the community.  However, they 

identified several helpful aspects of hospital including receiving specialist support for their 

complex needs. They desired independence, freedom to choose, personal space, familiarity, and 

support from individuals who understand their needs.  Whilst it is recognized that hospitals 

cannot be homes for people, they do have a function in providing helpful specialist support to 

some individuals with intellectual disabilities who have committed serious carimes and/or cannot 

safely be supported in the community.     

 

 

 

1.1.10 JI KYUNG,  &  HSU-MIN CHIANG.     

Parenting stress in south Korean mothers of adolescent children with autism  

spectrum disorder.  
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INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES, VOL. 64, NO.2, 

MARCH 2018, 120-127p. 

Objectives: This study investigated parenting stress in south Korean mothers of adolescent 

children with autism spectrum disorder (ASD) and the variables associated with their parenting 

stress. 

Methods: A total of 138 south Korean mothers participated in this study. Descriptive statistics, 

independent sample t-tests, ANOVA tests, and a stepwise multiple regression analysis were used 

iin this study.      

Results: The majority of South Korean mothers of adolescent children with ASD in this study 

showed higher than normal parenting stress.  Child’s maladaptive behavior, receipt of early 

childhood special education, age, and autism severity as well as mother’s receipt of services from 

mental health professionals were the factors significantly associated with parenting stress.  

Conclusion: Considering the factors significantly associated with mother’s stress level, 

intervention focusing on child’s maladaptive behavior and mother’s mental health are important.  

The interventions aiming to address parenting stress in mothers of adolescent children with ASD 

may find the findings of this study useful.  

 

 

 

1.1.11 M.McCARRON,  ET. AL.     

Supporting advanced dementia in people with down syndrome and other intellectual disability: 

consensus statement of the international summit on intellectual disability and dementia.  

JOURNAL OF INTELLECTUAL DISABILITY RESEARCH, VOL. 62, PART SEVEN, JULY 

2018, 617-624p. 

BACKGROUND: The international summit on intellectual disability and dementia (Glasgow, 

Scotland: October 2016) noted that advanced dementia cab be categorized as that stage of 

dementia progression characterized by significant losses in cognitive and physical function, 

including a high probability of further deterioration and leading to death. 

METHOD: The question before the summit was whether there were similarities and differences 

in expressions of advanced dementia between adults with intellectual disability (ID) and adults in 

the general population. 

RESULTS: The summit noted challenges in the staging of advanced dementia in people with ID 

with the criteria in measures designed to stage dementia in the general population heavily 

weighted on notable impairment in activities of daily living.  For many people with an ID, there 

is already dependence in these domains generally related to the individuals’ preexisting level of 

intellectual impairment that is totally unrelated to dementia.  Hence, the summit agreed that as 

was true in achieving diagnosis, it is also imperative in determining advanced dementia that 

change is measured from the person’s prior functioning in combination with clinical impressions 

of continuing and marked decline and of increasing co-morbidity, including particular attention 

to late-onset epilepsy in people with Down syndrome.  It was further noted that quality care 

planning must recognize the greater likelihood of physical symptoms, co-morbidities, immobility 

and neuropathological deterioration. 

CONCLUSIONS: The summit recommended an investment in research to more clarly identify 

measures of person-specific additional decline for ascertaining advanced dementia, inform 

practice guidelines to aid clinicians and service providers and identify specific markers that 
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signal such additional decline and progression into advanced dementia among people with 

various levels of pre-existing intellectual impairment. 

 

 

 

1.1.12   W.F.M. AERTSSEN, ET. AL.     

The validity and reliability of the Functional Strength Measurement (FSM) in children with 

intellectual disabilities.  

JOURNAL OF INTELLECTUAL DISABILITY RESEARCH, VOL. 62, PART EIGHT, 

AUGUST 2018, 719-729p. 

BACKGROUND: There is lack of valid and reliable field-based tests for assessing functional 

strength in young children with mild intellectual disabilities (IDs).  

AIM: The aim of this study was to investigate the test-retest reliability and construct validity of 

the functional strength measurement in children with ID (FSM-ID). 

METHOD: Fifty-two children with mild ID (40 BOYS AND 12 GIRLS, MEAN AGE 8.48 

years, SD = 1.48) were tested with the FSM.  Test-retest reliability (n=32) was examined by a 

two – way interclass correlation coefficient agreement (ICC 2.IA). Standard error of 

measurement and smallest detectable change were calculated. Construct validity was determined 

by calculating correlations between the FSM-ID and handheld dynamometry (HHD) (convergent 

validity), FSM-ID , FSM-ID and subtest strength of the Bruininks-Oseretsky test of motor 

proficiency – second edition (BOT-2) (convergent validity) and the FSM-ID AND BALANCE 

SUBTEST OF THE bot-2 ( discriminant validity).    

RESULT: Test-retest reliability IFF ranged 0.89-0.98. correlation between the items of the FSM-

ID and HHD ranged 0.39-0.79 and between FSM-ID and BOT-2 (strength items) 0.41-0.80. 

correlation between items of the FSM-ID and BOT-2 (balance items) ranged 0.41-0.70. 

CONCLUSION : The FSM-ID showed good test-retest reliability and good convergent validity 

with the HHD  and BOT-2 subtest strength.  The correlations assessing discriminant validity 

were higher than expected. Poor levels of postural control and core stability in children with mild 

IDs may be the underlying factor of those higher correlations. 

 

 

 

1.1.13    S.MASON-ROBERTS,  ET. AL.     

Multiple traumatisation and subsequent psychopathology in people with intellectual disabilities 

and DSM-5 PTSD: a preliminary study.  

JOURNAL OF INTELLECTUAL DISABILITY RESEARCH, VOL. 62, PART EIGHT, 

AUGUST 2018, 730-736p. 

BACKGROUND: Individuals with intellectual disability (ID)  are at greater risk of exposure to 

traumatic life events compared with the non-ID  population. Yet no study to date has examined 

the role of multiple traumatisation and subsequent psychopathology in people with ID. The aim 

of this study was to explore the association between multiple traumatisation and subsequent 

mental health. 

METHODS: A preliminary cross- sectional study involving 33 participants with DSM-5 post-

traumatic stress disorder completed self-report questionnaires on exposure to traumatic life 

events and post-traumatic stress disorder symptoms, anxiety, depression and general distress. 
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RESULTS: A proportion of 42.4% of the sample reported multiple traumatisation, including 

exposure to life events in both childhood and adulthood. Those who reported exposure to life 

events in childhood and adulthood reported significantly higher risk of harm, depression and 

general psychological distress compared with those who reported exposure to life events only in 

adulthood. 

CONCLUSIONS: Preliminary results indicate that more severe psychopathology is associated 

with multiple traumatisation in childhood and adulthood compared with trauma experienced 

solely in adulthood. 

 

 

 

1.1.14   E. C.A.MELVILLE,   ET. AL    

A population – based, cross-sectional study of the prevalence and correlates of sedentary 

behavior of adults with intellectual disabilities.  

JOURNAL OF INTELLECTUAL DISBILITIES RESEARCH, VOL. 62, PART 1 , JANUARY 

2018, 60-71p. 

BACKGROUND: High levels of sedentary behavior have a negative impact on health and well-

being.  There is limited evidence on the prevalence and correlates of sedentary behavior  of adult 

with intellectual disabilities (ID). 

Methods: A population-based sample of adults with ID were invited to take part in a 

comprehensive health check programme.  Demographic and health data were collected during a 

structured interview and physical examination.  Screen time was used as a proxy measure of 

sedentary behaviour.  Bivariate and multivariate statistical modeling examined correlates of 

screen time.   

RESULTS: fifty per cent of the 725 participants reported four or more hours of screen time per 

day.  Male gender, higher levels of intellectual ability, mobility problems, obesity, not having 

hearing impairment an not having epilepsy were all significantly associated with higher screen 

time in the final multivariate model (R2 = 0.16;Hosmer – Lemeshow goodness of fit statistic P = 

0.36). 

CONCLUSIONS: This is the first study to publish population-based data on the prevalence and 

correlates of sedentary behavior in adults with ID. Cmpared with adults who do not have ID, 

adults who IDhave higher levels, and different correlates, of sedentary behavior.  A better 

understanding of the social context of sedentary behavior will inform the design of effective 

behavior change programmes for adults with ID.  

 

 

 

1.1.15    MEG McQUEEN, ET. AL    

Development of a cognitive behavioural therapy-based guided self-help intervention for adults 

with intellectual disability.  

JOURNAL OF APPLIED RESEARCH IN INTELLECTUAL DISBILITIES, VOL. 31, NO.5, 

SEPTEMBER 2018, 885-896p. 

BACKGROUND: Despite strong evidence for cognitive behavior therapy (CBT) in treating 

mental health, its use, thus far, has been limited for people with intellectual disabilities. This 

study describes a CBT-based guided self-help (CBT-GSH) manual for individuals with 
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intellectual disability, and focus groups explore the views of clinicians, therapists, support staff 

and managers. 

MATERIAL AND METHODS: Using a qualitative methodology, an expert team adapted the 

manual.  Focus groups provided feedback, followed by thematic content analysis for 

modifications. 

RESULTS: Participants supported using the manual, with varying views about the delivery. 

Quality of relationships and competence of the administrator determined the best person to 

deliver the treatment. Heterogeneity in the intellectual disability population was a challenge to 

delivering manual-based interventions. Participants made suggestions about language and 

organization. 

CONCLUSIONS: Amendments were made to the manual in line with expert feedback. An 

evaluation is warranted to test for feasibility, delivery, acceptability and efficacy. 

 

 

 

1.1.16   MIRIAM ROEMER, ET. AL.    

Identifying perception behaviours in people with profound intellectual and multiple disabilities.  

JOURNAL OF APPLIED RESEARCH IN INTELLECTUAL DISBILITIES, VOL. 31, NO.5, 

SEPTEMBER 2018, 820-832p. 

BACKGROUND: To support people with profound intellectual and multiple disabilities 

(PIMD), it is essential to understand how they experience their environment. Insight into 

perception behavior may provide an entry point for improved understanding. 

MATERIAL AND METHODS: A random sample of  30-min video registration of five 

participants with PIMD was used to code behaviours per second based on an ethogram 

containing 157 different perception behaviours in nine categories. 

RESULTS: Eighty-nine different perception behaqviours were observed, of which movements 

with eyes, head and arm were most common.  The senses used most were seeing, hearing and 

touching.  Finally, the function of five perception patterns was established in relation to their 

function: awareness, focusing attention and tension regulation. 

CONCLUSIONS: Close observation using an observation ethogram provides insight into how 

people with PIMD perceive their environment. 

 

 

 

1.1.17    KAREN J. GOLDMAN,  ET. AL.   

Inference from facial expressions among adolescents and young adults with down syndrome.  

AMERICAN JOURNAL ON INTELLECTUAL AND DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES, 

VOL. 123, NO.4 JULY 2018, 344-358p. 

The focus of this study was the ability of adolescents and young adults with down syndrome to 

infer meaning from facial expressions in the absence of emotion labeles and use this inference in 

order to adjust their behavior. Participants with down syndrome (N = 19, mean nonverbal mental 

age of 5.8 years) and 4- to 7-year-old typically developing children performed a novel task in 

which happy and angry faces were provided as feedback for a choice made by the participants.  

In making a subsequent choice, the participants with Down syndrome performed similarly to the 

4 year olds, indicating a difficulty using angry faces as feedback.  Individual differences within 
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the group were also apparent.  Implications for the development of social competence are 

discussed.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

(A Publication of NIMH ) 
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1.2 Special Education 

 

 

1.2.18   KATHRYN GIBBS.         

Australian adolescent boys with attention deficit/ hyperasctivity disorder (AD/HD): teacher and 

teaching factors that assess the efficacy of reducing unwanted bbehaviours within the classroom 

environment. 

AUSTRALIAN JOURNAL OF LEARNING DIFFICULTIES. VOL. 23, NO.1, MAY 2018, 53-

65p. 

Students with AD/HD experience difficulty concentrating in the classroom due to unwanted 

behaviours.  This article focuses on what six Australian adolescent boys have to say about 

teacher and teaching factors that enabled them to regain focus (if distracted ) and concentrate on 

classroom learning.  A multiple, instrumental case study was used to collect data from the boys 

using semi-structured individual and focus group interviews as well as school reports across a 

two year period.  Findings suggested that interventions including frequent short breaks, humor 

by the teacher and teachers who operate in a well-structured classroom and who know their 

subject matter well, were beneficial in reducing unwanted behaviours and resulted in less 

negative events, thereby making schooling a more positive experience.     

 

 

1.2.19   KATE THEODORE, ET. AL.        

‘We want to be parents like everybody  else’: stories of parents with learning disabilities. 

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES, VOL. 64, NO.3, 

JUNE 2018, 184-194p. 

Objectives: This project represents a unique collaboration between creative and research 

processes using an inclusive qualitative methodology. 

Method: Semi-structured interviews with five mothers and three fathers with learning disabilities 

were led by learning disabled researchers, and thematic analysis conducted with input from 

people with learning disabilities. 

Results: Five main themes are presented; (1) subjective experiences of becoming parents, (2) 

perceptions that other people assume people with learning disabilities are incompetent parents, 

resulting in a need to prove worthiness, (3) experiences of services, (4) overcoming ‘knock-

backs’ and (5) support for the rights of other parents.  An additional subgroup analysis is 

presented: fathers feel ‘left out’. 

Conclusion: Parents felt criticized by others, who they felt questioned their competence as 

parents unfairly by comparison to those without learning disabilities.  The collaboration between 

academic research and an inclusive theater group allowed dissemination of parents’ stories to 

wider public, and professional, audiences through creative performances.  
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1.2.20   ANNE PIER SCHELTE VAN DER MEULEN, ET. AL.       

How do people with moderate iinttellectual disability evaluate restrictions in daily care?      

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES, VOL. 64, NO.3, 

JUNE 2018, 158-165p. 

Objectives: One of the general articles of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of 

Persons with Disabilities (UNCRD) focuses on the right on freedom tto make one’s own choices 

and being aware of the importance for persons with disabilities to obtain independence.  People 

with intellectual disability (ID) are, to a greater or lesser degree, dependent on significant others, 

such as support staff with respect to decision making.  For that reason, the UNCRPD also 

stresses the relevance of supportive decision making, which should be stimulated by service 

policies. However, support staff may find it necessary to restrict people with ID to make thteir 

own choices, for example to prevent them from harm.  Since restrictions should be applied in the 

interest of people with IDI, it is essential to examine their own perception.  In this study, we have 

examined how people with moderate ID themselves perceive and evaluate restrictions in daily 

care, using qualitative methodology.    

Method: Based on an extensive pilot study, we conducted interviews being close in time and 

place in which possible restrictions might occur.  Additionally, we applied triangulation of 

sources.  After conducting interviews with eight persons with a moderate ID, we examined their 

clinical files and interviewed their key workers. Qualitative analysis was carried out by two 

researchers, using an inductive, thematic approach.   

Results: Results demonstrate communality between the participating people with ID and their 

key workers in perception and evaluation of restrictions, in people with ID and their key workers 

differ in their evaluation of applied restrictions, this appears a value based dissensus.  

Conclusion:  To ensure that restrictions are applied in the best interest of people with ID, it is 

essential that staff are attentive to the wishes of people with I, which might be based on different 

values.  By asking people with ID about their experiences and views of the restrictions imposed 

on them, we hope to contribute to an ongoing and open dialogue to inform the planning and 

delivery of services for people with ID based on ‘best interest’ principles.   

 

 

 

1.2.21   HUI MIN LOW.  &  FARHANA ZAILAN.     

Medical students’ perceptions, awareness, societl attitudes and knowledge of autism spectrum 

disorder: an exploratory study in Malaysia.  

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES, VOL. 64, NO.2, 

MARCH 2018, 86-95p. 

Objectives: This study aimed to investigate the perception, awareness, societal attitude, and 

knowledge about autism spectrum disorder (ASD) in Malaysian medical students.  

Methods: An exploratory survey was conducted with 83 medical students in Malaysia.  In the 

survey, the medical students were required to rae their perception, awareness, societal attitude, 

and their recognition of ASD symptoms. 

Results: The results showed the senior medical students had increased knowledge about ASD 

symptoms compared to the juniors, but there was no clear indicator that they had obtained the 

knowledge through formal training.  Specifically, the medical students could better identify 
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symptoms related to restrictive and fixation behavioral patterns than social communicative 

deficits.  While considering the effects of societal attitude, year of study, perception about ASD 

course and other demographic variables, the year of study emrerged as the sole predictor of the 

medical students’ knowledge about ASD. 

Conclusion: The findings from this study provided evidence for the need of compulsory training 

on ASD in medical schools in improve the knowledge and skills of prospective medical 

practitioners to identify individuals with ASD.  Such effort is fundamental for the early 

identification and intervention of ASD in developing countries such as Malaysia. 

 

 

 

1.2.22    JILL H. ALLOR, ET. AL.     

The effects of a text-centered literacy curriculum for students with intellectual disability.  

AMERICAN JOURNAL OF INTELLECTUAL AND DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITY, 

VOL. 123, NO.5, SEPTEMBER 2018, 474-494p. 

The purpose of this study was to examine the promise and feasibility of a newly developed 

curriculum to teach early literacy skills to students with intellectual disability (ID) and students 

with low IQs. The curriculum texts were written to include familiar settings, high frequency 

words, natural syntax, and cumulative practice.  A single-case design was used with multiple 

baseline across levels of instruction and included eight participants who had IQs spanning from 

40 to 63.  The study was conducted across one academic year in two private schools for students 

with special needs.  Results showed that all eight students demonstrated significant growth on 

proximal measures of taught words, as well as growth on at least some curriculum-based distal 

measures.  Additionally, the program was demonstrated to be feasible; the teachers implemented 

the intervention with high degrees of fidelity and expressed satisfaction with the effectiveness 

the intervention with high degrees of fidelity and expressed satisfaction with the effectiveness 

and practicality of the program.   

 

 

 

1.2.23    OLENA ZYGA, ET. AL.     

The PRETEND program: evaluating the feasibility of a remote parent-training intervention for 

children with prader-willi syndrome.  

AMERICAN JOURNAL OF INTELLECTUAL AND DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITY, 

VOL. 123, NO.6, NOVEMBER 2018, 574-584p. 

Research has shown that children with Prader-Willi syndrome (PWS) have social-cognitive 

challenges and decreased quality parent-child interactions.  However, given the low prevalence 

rate, developoing interventions for children with PWS is faced with the significant challenge of 

enrolling enough participants for local studies.  To better understand the feasibility and 

acceptability of telehealth, the current study delivered a 6-week remote parent training 

intervention to 15 primary caregivers of a child with PWS (ages 3-6). Behavioral intervention 

rating scale results indicate good acceptability (5.64/6.00) and satisfaction (4.75/5.00) with the 

intervention.  These results are one of the first to support the use of telehealth in conducting 

parent training in rare disorders, such as PWS.   
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1.2.24       D.PEREZ-CRUZADO  &  A.I.CUESTA-VARGAS.     

Energy expenditure measured with accelerometers and self-report questionnaire in people with 

intellectual disabilities.  

JOURNAL OF INTELLECTUAL DISABILITY RESEARCH, VOL. 62, PART EIGHT, 

AUGUST 2018, 701-708p. 

BACKGROUND: There are different instrument to measure energy expenditure in general 

population, but we do not know whether these instruments can be  used in people  with 

intellectual disability. 

METHODS: A sample of 33 participants was invited to wear a triaxial accelerometer during 

seven consecutive days.  Energy expenditure was measured with the International Physical 

Activity Questionnaire Short Version (IPAQ-S) to gather data regarding the participant’s 

descriptions of the physical activity performed. 

RESULTS: Agreement between the accelerometers and IPAQ-S in terms of energy expenditure 

measurements was not reached (P>0.05). A significant corre,ation was found between moderate 

metabolic equivalent of tasks measured with accelerometers and vigorous metabolic equivalent 

of tasks measured with the IPAQ-S(r= - 0.351 [P=0.045]). 

CONCLUSION: The main conclusion of this study was a level of discrepancy between 

measurements taken using the IPAQ-S and the accelerometers in people with intellectual 

disability.  

 

 

 

1.2.25   VICTORIA CLULEY.    

From “Learning disability to intellectual disability” – perceptions of the increasing use of the 

term “intellectual disability” learning disability policy, research and practice.  

BRITISH JOURNAL OF LEARNING DISABILITIES, VOL. 46, NO. 1, MARCH 2018, 24-

32p. 

BACKGROUND: The term “intellectual disability” is increasingly used to refer to people with 

learning disabilities in British learning disability policy, practice and research.  This change is 

undoubtedly a reflection of the changing international context.  The inclusion of the term 

“intellectual disability” has been particularly pronounced in countries such as the USA. By 

contrast, this change has been relatively silent in England. 

METHODS: In light of this, the paper explores the discussions of 12 focus group conducted with 

professional and lay groups working in or influencing learning disability research and practice 

and England. Each focus group was asked the following two questions: Have you heard of the 

term “intellectual disability” and how do you feel about the term “intellectual disability?.”   

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION: Thematic analysis of discussions identified four dominant 

themes: dislike and disbelief; ambiguity; tautology; and fear.  It is concluded that more 

explanation is required in order for researchers and practitioners in England to understand this 

semantic change.  
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1.2.26  M.D. GILL-LLARIO,   ET. AL    

The experience of sexuality in adults with intellectual disability.  

JOURNAL OF INTELLECTUAL DISBILITIES RESEARCH, VOL. 62, PART 1 , JANUARY 

2018, 72-80p. 

BACKGROUND: People with intellectual disability have the same sexual needs as those without 

any disability have the same sexual needs as those without any disability, yet their sexuality is 

often restricted by reluctant attitudes and /or fears based on irrational beliefs.  The aim of this 

study is to describe and analyse different areas of sexuality in adults with mild or moderate 

intellectual disability. 

METHOD: The sample consisted of I80 men and I80 women attending occupational centres.  All 

the participants were administered a questionnaire about sexuality adapted to their 

characteristics. 

RESULTS: Results show that 84.2% have had sexual relationships with another person, this 

percentage being higher in females and in people aged between 38 and 55 years old .  Condoms 

are used by 41.4%.  The most frequently used contraceptive methods are the pill (39.6%), 

transdermal patch (30.2%) and intrauterine device (6.7%). 9.4% of the women and 2.8% of the 

men has experienced sexual abuse. 

CONCLUSION: In conclusion, there is need to draw up educational programmes, differentiated 

according to gender and adapted to their reality, which include contents related with sexual 

health, sexual abuse and condom use.  

 

 

 

1.2.27  SARAH A. HALL & ZACH ROSSETT.    

The roles of adult siblings in the lives of people with severe intellectual and developmental 

disabilities.  

JOURNAL OF APPLIED RESEARCH IN INTELLECTUAL DISBILITIES, VOL. 31, NO.3, 

MAY 2018, 423-434p. 

BACKGROUND: Siblings of people with intellectual and developmental disabilities (IDD) often 

assume key roles to support their brothers and sisters.  For people with more significant support 

needs, sibling my undertake additional roles and responsibilities throughout their lives.  The 

purpose of the present study was to identify and describe the roles of adult siblings who have a 

brother or sister with severe IDD. 

METHOD: Seventy-nine adult siblings from 19 to 72 years of age completed an online survey 

with open-ended questions about the roles they play in their relationships with their brother or 

sister. 

RESULTS: Thematic analysis resulted in identification of several roles including car-egiver, 

friend ( social partner ), advocate legal representative, sibling (teacher/role model), leisure 

planner and informal service coordinator. 

CONCLUSION: Sibling assumes key roles in the lives of people with IDD and need support 

from family and professionals to perform these roles.                                                          
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1.2.28   NOOR ISMAIL, ET. AL.  

Relationship between sensory processing and participation in daily occupations for children with 

autism spectrum disorder: A systematic review of studies that used dunn’s sensory processing 

framework.  

THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY, VOL. 72, NO.3. MAY-

JUNE 2018, 7203205030p1-7203205030p9. 

Research measuring sensory processing in children with autism spectrum disorder (ASD) has 

shown variability in terms of measurs used and participant ages, contributing to difficulty in 

interpreting and summarizing the findings of these studies.  In an attempt to clarify the status of 

the literature, we conducted a systematic review of studies that focused on participation in daily 

occupations and evaluated sensory processing framework. Evidence from 7 studies shows that 

sensory processing has a significant impact on participation in daily life children with ASD. 

Included studies demonstrated medium and low levels of evidence. Additional research using 

more robust scientific methods is needed. 

 

 

 

1.2.29  MATTHEW E. BROCK  

Trends in the educational placement of students with intellectual disability in the United States 

over the past 40 years.  

AMERICAN JOURNAL ON INTELLECTUAL AND DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES, 

VOL. 123, NO.4 JULY 2018, 305-314p. 

In 1975, federal law mandated that children with disabilities be educated in their least restrictive 

environment, or alongside peers without disabilities in general education classrooms to the 

maximum extent appropriate.  More than 40 years later, I investigated how national trends in 

educational placement have changed over time for students with intellectual disability. 

Specifically, I examined the degree placement have trended toward less restrictive environments. 

I found historical trends of incremental progress toward less restrictive settings, but no evidence 

of such progress in recent years.  Furthermore, most students were educated predominantly in 

segregated settings every year.  I discuss how these finding relate to previous studies, as well as 

implications for individualized education program teams and advocates for educational 

inclusion. 

 

 

 

1.1.30  HEATHER MILLER-KUHANECK, RENEE WATLING. 

Prental of teacher education and coaching to support function and participation of children and 

youth with sensory processing and sensory integration challenges: A systematic review.  

THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY, VOL. 72, NO.1. JANUARY 

-FEBRUARY 2018, 7201190030p1-7201190030p11. 

This systematic review examines the literature published from January 2007 through May 2015 

related to the effectiveness of occupational therapy interventions using parental or teacher 

education and coaching with children with challenges in sensory processing and sensory 

integration (SP-SI). Of more than 11.000 abstracts and 86 articles that were considered, only 4 

met the criteria and were included in this review.  Studies of parental training and coaching for 
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children with challenges in SP-SI and comorbid autism spectrum disorder have suggested that 

education or coaching programs could result in positive outcomes for both parents and children, 

often in a relatively short time period . Recommendations include a greater focus on providing 

educational interventions for parents and teacher and including specific assessment of SP-SI  

before implementing interventions meant to address those issues.  Specific recommendations for 

future research are provided. 

 

 

 

1.2.31   LAUREN M. LITTLE, ET. AL.  

Occupation-Based coaching by means of telehealth for families  of young children with autism 

spectrum disorder.  

THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY, VOL. 72, NO.1. JANUARY 

-FEBRUARY 2018, 7202205020p1-72022050207. 

OBJECTIVE. We investigated the efficacy of occupation-based coaching delivered via 

telehealth for families of young children with autism spectrum disorder (ASD). 

METHOD. Participants were 18 families of children with ASD ages 2-6 yr. We used descriptive 

statistics to understand intervention characteristics and paired-sample/ tests to examine changes 

in parent efficacy and child participation. 

RESULTS. Parent identified many areas of child adaptive behavior as intervention goals.  

Results showed that parent efficacy and various domains of child participation significantly 

increased postintervention (both ps< . 05). Additionaly, children showed significant gains in 

parent-identified goals. 

CONCLUSION. Occupation-based coaching delivered via telehealth appears to e an effective 

method of intervention to increase parent efficacy and child participation among families of 

children with ASD. Occupational therepists may consider how telehealth may be used to provide 

intervention to an increased number of families in particular those in underserved areas.     

 

 

 

 

1.2.32   HEATHER MILLER-KUHANECK, RENEE WATLING. 

Parental of teacher education and coaching to support function and participation of children and 

youth with sensory processing and sensory integration challenges: A systematic review.  

THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY, VOL. 72, NO.1. JANUARY 

-FEBRUARY 2018, 7201190030p1-7201190030p11. 

This systematic review examines the literature published from January 2007 through May 2015 

related to the effectiveness of occupational therapy interventions using parental or teacher 

education and coaching with children with challenges in sensory processing and sensory 

integration (SP-SI). Of more than 11.000 abstracts and 86 articles that were considered, only 4 

met the criteria and were included in this review.  Studies of parental training and coaching for 

children with challenges in SP-SI and comorbid autism spectrum disorder have suggested that 

education or coaching programs could result in positive outcomes for both parents and children, 

often in a relatively short time period . Recommendations include a greater focus on providing 

educational interventions for parents and teacher and including specific assessment of SP-SI  
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before implementing interventions meant to address those issues.  Specific recommendations for 

future research are provided. 
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1.3.   Medical Sciences 

 

 

1.3.33   SARAH K. DIEHL  &  SARAH E. WALLACE.          

A modified multimodal communication treatment for individuals with traumatic brain injury. 

AUGMENTATIVE AND ALTERNATIVE COMMUNICATION. VOL. 34 NO.4, 

DECEMBER  2018, 323-334p. 

People living with the effects of traumatic brain injury (TBI) might use augmentative and 

alternative communication (AAC) due to cognitive-communication disabilities and/or co-

occurring motor speech disorders. However, the most effective method for teaching people with 

TBI to use AAC strategies and resolve communication breakdowns is unknown.   Prior research 

conducted with people with aphasia suggests an integrated multimodal treatment improved the 

use of AAC to resolve communication breakdowns.  In this study, the researchers measured the 

effectiveness of a modified multimodal communication Treatment designed to increase 

communication breakdown resolution and use of AAC strategies by two individuals with TBL.  

A multiple baseline, single-case design was used to measure outcomes for the two participants 

who had motor speech disorders and cognitive – communication impairments.  They completed 

four pre-treatment sessions, 20 treatment sessions, and three post-treatment sessions.  Dependent 

variables included the number of AAC strategies produced during a modality probe task and two 

measures of communication breakdown resolution during a structured, functional task.  Both 

participants increased use of AAC strategies during modality probes, but demonstrated minimal 

changes in communication breakdown resolution variables, potentially due to their impairments 

in executive function and memory.  Results indicate that modifications to MCT may improve the 

use of AAC strategies for communication breakdown resolution for some People with TBI. 

 

 

1.3.34   ELIF TOP,   &  MUSTAFA AKIT.     

Effects of a 3-month recreative exercise applied to individuals with intellectual disability on their 

electromyogram (EMG) variations and balance performance.      

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES, VOL. 64, NO.4-5, 

NOVEMBER 2018, 282-287p. 

Objectives: The objective of the present study was to determine how 3-month recreative 

exercises affect the balance performance of individuals with iinterllectual disability (ID) and to 

evaluate the electomyogram  affect the balance performance of individuals with intellectual 

disability (ID) and to evaluate the electromyogram (EMG) changes following exercises. 

Methods: Eleven individuals (M=14,18,S.D=18,S.D=1.94) with mild intellectual disability 

(MID) who attend the school for children with IID  and to the vocationaql school were included 

in the study. In the study, the subjects were applied a recreative exercise program (60 min/3 

days12 weeks) and their balance, EMG,  and aerobic and anaerobic performances were evaluated 

by means of the pretest-posttest model. 
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Results: When the EMG values in our study were examined, differences were found in terms of 

EMG-VL muscle variable ((p=0.075/2=0.038), EMG3-RFmuscle variable (P=0.080/20.040) and 

MEG values significantly.  When the balance scores were evaluated, significant differences were 

found in terms of gthe variables of Balance 2 (after 30 s) (P=0.077/2=0.039) and Balance 3(after 

3 min) (P=0.084/2=0.042). The exercise program significantly decreased the balance values. 

Conclusion: Consequently, it was determined that 3-month recreative exercises applied to 

individuals with ID lowered the EMG and Balance values during and after the exercise.  In this 

context, it is thought that the people working with the children with MID need to consider the 

parameters constituting the balance in a detailed way in their exercise practices and to include 

activities iimproving their balance skills into their programs, and that recreative exercises can 

also provide contribution in this term.        

 

 

1.3.35   MING-SUI KAO.  &  CHEN-HSUAN WANG.     

Impact of Frisbee game course on the upper limb motor function of students with intellectual 

disabilities.  

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES, VOL. 64, NO.2, 

MARCH 2018, 96-112p. 

Objectives: upper limb motor dysfunction often occurs in individuals with intellectual 

disabilities, affecting their daily self-care abilities and employability.  Therefore, enhancing their 

upper limb motor function could improve the quality of life.  This study investigated the impact 

of Frisbee game course on the upper limb motor function of students with intellectual 

disabilities. 

Methods: A self designed Frisbee game course was made available to 10 senior vocational 

students with moderate to severe intellectual disabilities in a special school in New Taipei City, 

Taiwan.  The student participated 40 min each time, 4 times a week, for 6 weeks.   Pre and post-

test functional capacity and Frisbee throwing distance were measured.  Descriptive statistics and 

paired- sample t-test were performed for the data analysis.  

Results: Frisbee game course improved the lifting capacity, significantly improved the grip 

strength (dominant hand), upper limb power, hand – eye coordination, and gross and fine hand 

motor skills of students with intellectual disabilities. 

Conclusion: Frisbee game course can improve upper limb muscle strength, power, coordination 

ability, and dexterity.  Schools should implement Frisbee game courses and ensure their 

availability in the health and physical education of students with intellectual disabilities  to 

enhance their upper limb motor function, employability, and vocational adaptability, thus 

improving their quality of life.   

 

 

 

 

1.3.36   MEGHAM. E,  ET. AL.     

Evaluation of pediatrician adherence to the American academy of pediatrics health supervision 

guidelines for down syndrome.  
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AMERICAN JOURNAL OF INTELLECTUAL AND DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITY, 

VOL. 123, NO.5, SEPTEMBER 2018, 387-397p. 

The American Academy of Pediatrics’s guideline on health supervision for children with Down 

syndrome (DS) offers pediatricians guidance to improve detection of comorbid conditions.  

Pediatrician adherence has not yet been comprehensively evaluated.  Medical records of 31 

children with DS who received primary care at two urban academic clinic sites from 2008-2012 

were reviewed.  Data was extracted on adherence to age-specific individual guideline 

components for each subject by year-of-life (total 84 years-of-life). Overall adherence across all 

components was 83% (2001 guideline) and 67% (2011 guideline). Adherence to thyroid, 

hearing, vision, and developmental components was >85%, and anticipatory guidance regarding 

atlantoaxial instability and sexuality was <35%.  Overall adherence was higher when a subject 

was younger and when a provider was an attending – level pediatrician.  

 

 

 

1.3.37   MONIKA MITRA, ET. AL.     

Antenatal hospitalization among U.S. women with intellectual and developmental disabilities: A 

retrospective cohort study.  

AMERICAN JOURNAL OF INTELLECTUAL AND DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITY, 

VOL. 123, NO.5, SEPTEMBER 2018, 399-411p. 

This population-based retrospective cohort study examines the prevalence of hospital utilization 

during pregnancy and the primary reason for antenatal hospital utilization among women with 

intellectual and developmental disabilities (IDD). Massachusetts residents with in-state deliveries 

that were >_ 20 weeks gestational age were included via data from the 2002-2009 Massachusetts 

Pregnancy to Early Life Longitudinal Data System. Among women with IDD, 54.8% had at least 

one emergency department (ED) visit during pregnancy, compared to 23% of women without 

IDD. Women without IDD were more likely to have an antenatal ED visit, observational stays, 

and non-delivery hospital stays. This study highlights the need for further understanding of the 

health care needs of women with IDD during pregnancy. 

 

 

 

1.3.38   NATASHA PLOURDE, ET. AL.     

The association between continuity of primary care and preventive cancer screening in women 

with intellectual disability.  

AMERICAN JOURNAL OF INTELLECTUAL AND DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITY, 

VOL. 123, NO.6, NOVEMBER 2018, 499-513p. 

Women with intellectual disability have low screening rates for breast and cervical cancer.  This 

population-based cohort study examined the association between the level of primary care 

continuity and breast and cervical cancer screening rates in women with intellectual disability. 

Data were obtained from the institute for clinical evaluative sciences and the Ontario Minister of 

Community and Social Services. Neither high (adjusted OR [aOR]= 1.06; 95% ci: 0.88-1.29) nor 

moderate (aOR =1.11;95% CI:0.91-1.36) continuity of care were associated with mammography 

screening.  Women were less likely to receive a Paptest with associated with high 

(Aor=0.70;95% CI:0.64-0.77) and moderate (Aor=0.81, 95% CI 0.74-0.89) versus low continuity 
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of care.  Improving continuity  of care may not be sufficient for increasing preventive screening 

rates. 

 

 

 

1.3.39   D. MORIN, ET. AL.     

Attitudes of health care professionals towards people with intellectual disability: a comparison 

with the general population.  

JOURNAL OF INTELLECTUAL DISABILITY RESEARCH, VOL. 62, PART 9, 

SEPTEMBER 2018, 746-758p. 

BACKGROUND: Few studies have examined attitudes that may promote the social inclusion of 

persons with an intellectual disability (ID) among health care providers (HCPs). Yet these 

attitudes could impact the accessibility and quality of services provided to this population, as 

well as the general attitudes of HCPs.  The objectives of this study were to (1) examine 

HCPS’pro-inclusion attitudes toward people with ID, (2) compare these to the general 

population’s attitudes and (3) examine how HCPs’ attitudes vary as a function of their socio-

demographic characteristics. 

METHOD: The Attitudes Toward Intellectual Disability Questionnaire wa administered to 367 

HCPs’ and a representative sample of the Quebec population (N = 1605).    

RESULTS:  Results indicated that at least half of HCPs displayed positive attitudes, that is, 

attitudes that are compatible with notions of social inclusion and equal rights, toward individuals 

with ID. Positive attitudes were less frequently observed for the Interaction and the Sensitivity or 

tenderness factors measured by the Attitudes Toward Intellectual Disability Questionnaire.  In 

comparison with the general population, HCPs exhibited more positive attitudes on the 

Knowledge of causes and Sensitivity or enderness factors and less positive attitudes on the 

Interaction factor.  HCPs who regarded themselves as more knowledgeable about ID and those 

who reported higher quality contacts or interactions with persons with ID expressed attitudes that 

were more favourable toward social inclusion.  

Conclusions: In addition to providing general knowledge about ID and the specific health care 

needs of individuals with ID, training programmes should also promote interactions with this 

population.  Further studies are needed to document HCPs’ pro-inclusion attitudes toward people 

with ID and to assess the impact of interventions on these attitudes. 

 

 

 

1.3.40   RORY SHEEHAN,  ET. AL.     

Findings from an online survey of family care experience of the management of challenging 

behavior in people with intellectual disabilities, with a focus on the use of psychotropic 

medication.  

BRITISH JOURNAL OF LEARNING DISABILITIES, VOL. 46, NO. 2, JUNE 2018, 82-91p. 

BACKGROUND: here is relatively little published data that report the experiences and views of 

family carers of people with intellectual disabilities who display challenging behavior who are 

prescribed psychotropic medication. 

MATERIALS AND METHODS: An online structured  questionnaire was created by the 

Challenging Behaviour Foundation, a UK charity, and family carers of people of people with 
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intellectual disability. Question concerned the management of challenging behavior and asked 

family carers about their experiences and views on the use of psychotropic medication.  

Responses were gathered between august and October 2016.  Results are summarized using 

descriptive and inferential statistics and descriptive analysis of free test comments.  

FINDINGS:  Ninety-nine family carers completed the survey. Family carers reported gaps in the 

holistic and proactive management of challenging behavior.  Whilst some felt involved in 

decisions around psychotropic medication prescribing, others described feeling marginalized and 

lacking information and influence.  The decision to prescribe psychotropic medication evoked 

complex emotions in family carers and medication use was associated with mixed outcomes in 

those prescribed.  Family carers identified areas of good practice and those areas where they 

believe improvements are needed. 

CONCLUSION: Psychotropic medication should be only one option in a multimodal approach 

to challenging behavior, but this may not always be reflected in current practice.  Greater effort 

needs to be made to ensure that service are equipped to provide optimum care and to embed 

shared decision-making into routine practice. 

 

 

 

1.3.41   SAYAKA AOKI,  ET. AL    

Developmental trend of children with down’s syndrome – How do sex and neonatal conditions 

influence their developmental patterns?  

BRAIN DEVELOPMENT, VOL. 40, NO. 3, MARCH 2018, 181-187p. 

OBJECTIVE: This study investigated factors that would influence developmental trend of 

children with Down’s syndrome (DS) in three different domains (motor, cognitive, language), 

specifically focusing on the effect of sex and neonatal conditions, including preterm birth, low 

birth weight, and congenital heart disease (CHD). 

METHODS: The participants were 158 children with DS ( mean age at the initial test = 25.5 

months receiving clinical service at a rehabilitation center in Yokohama, Japan. Kyoto Scale of 

Psychological Development was used to measure developmental level, which derive total 

developmental age (DA), Posture-Motor DA.  Cognitive-adaptive DA, and Language-social DA. 

For the analyses, a multilevel model for change wa adopted, as the model allowed us to 

investigate intrapersonal growth and the between-personal factors that are associated with 

individual differences in the pattern of growth. 

RESULTS: The developmental speed of children with DS was found to be slower than that of 

typical children in all the three developmental domains assessed (i.e., the estimated coefficient of 

the slope for chronological age on DA was less than 1). DS Girls developed significantly faster 

than boys in non-verbal cognitive and language abilities. Low birth weight and CHD had a 

significant negative impact on development of non-verbal cognitive abilities for boys, but had a 

somewhat positive effect for girls. 

CONCLUSION: As was shown in previous studies, the result of this study indicated that the 

children with DS develop slower than non-disabled children.  Low birth weight and CHD were 

found to influence developmental trend of children with DS, differently for boys and girls. 
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1.3.42   DARREN CHADWICK,  ET. AL.    

Factors affecting access to daily oral and dental care among adults with intellectual disabilities.  

JOURNAL OF APPLIED RESEARCH IN INTELLECTUAL DISBILITIES, VOL. 31, NO.3, 

MAY 2018, 379-394p. 

BACKGROUND/PURPOSE: Accessing oral health care can be more difficult for adults with  

intellectual disabilities with reports of poorer levels of oral health.  This investigation identifies 

factors influencing engagement in day-to-day oral and dental health care for adults with 

intellectual disabilities. 

METHOD: A survey, containing questions about facilitators and barriers to maintaining oral 

health and hygiene, was completed with adults with intellectual disabilities and their caregivers 

(N=372). 

RESULTS: Data were analysed using thematic network analysis.  Two global lthemes were 

identified;   “Personal and lifestyle influences,” mentioned more often as barriers to oral care, 

included physical, sensory, cognitive, behavioral and affective factors and  

‘social and environmental factors,” mentioned more as facilitators, included caregiver support, 

equipment and adaptation used and oral hygiene routine. 

CONCLUSIONS: Numerous individual, social and environmental factors influence oral care. A 

coordinated organizational response is advocatd involving collaboration between dental and 

intellectual disability services and training for caregivers and people with intellectual disabilities. 

 

 

 

1.3.43   SARAH A. HALL & ZACH ROSETT.    

Factors affecting access to daily oral and dental care among adults with intellectual disabilities.  

JOURNAL OF APPLIED RESEARCH IN INTELLECTUAL DISBILITIES, VOL. 31, NO.3, 

MAY 2018, 379-394p. 

BACKGROUND/PURPOSE: Accessing oral health care can be more difficult for adults with 

intellectual disabilities with reports of poorer levels of oral health.  This investigation identifies 

factors influencing engagement in day-today oral and dental health care for adults with 

intellectual disabilities. 

METHOD: A survey, containing questions about facilitators and barriers to maintaining oral 

health and hygiene, was completed with adults with intellectual disabilities and their caregivers 

(N=372). 

RESULTS: Data were analysed using thematic network analysis.  Two global themes were 

identified; ”Personal and lifestyle influences,”  mentioned more as facilitators, included 

caregiver support, equipment and adaptations used and oral hygiene routine. 

CONCLUSIONS: Numerous individual, social and environmental factors influence oral care.  A 

coordinated organizational response is advocated involving collaboration between dental and 

intellectual disability services and training for caregivers and people with intellectual disabilities. 
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1.3.44    LYNN C. KOCH, ET. AL.   

The effect of learning disabilities, attention deficit hyperactivity disorder, and psychiatric 

disabilities on three-year persistence outcomes at four-year  higher education institutions.  

JOURNAL OF VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION, VOL. 48, NO.3, 2018, 359-367p. 

BACKGROUND: Increasing numbers of children and youths are being diagnosed with learning 

disabilities, attention deficit hyperactivity disorder, and psychiatric disabilities.  These youths are 

als enrolling in U.S. colleges and universities at increasing rates.  In fact, in combination, they 

represent the largest group of students with disabilities in higher education. 

OBJECTIVE: The purpose of this investigation was to (a) summarize the demographic 

characteristics, in-college experiences, and persistence outcomes of students with and without 

learning disabilities, attention deficit hyperactivity disorder, and psychiatric disabilities and (b) 

examine the effect of having one of these disabilities on students’ three-year persistence 

outcomes at four-year higher education institutions. 

METHODS: Secondary data analyses were conducted for a sample of 7.750 students who 

enrolled at four-year institutions utilizing data from the Beginning Postsecondary students 

Longitudinal Study (BPS04/06). Descriptive analyses were used to summarize demographic 

characteristics, in-college experiences, and persistence outcomes of students with and without 

learning disabilities, attention deficit hyper activity disorder, and psychiatric disabilities.  

Univariate and multinomial logistic regression analyses were used to examine the effect of 

having one of these disabilities on students’ three-year persistence outcomes at for-year higher 

education institutions.  

RSULTS: We discovered that these disabilities in our sample (a) did not have the background 

characteristics typically associated with non-persistence and (b) reported being more 

academically an socally integrated into their institutions than participants without disabilities.  

However, they still withdrew from college in higher rates both by the end of the first and second 

years of college. The results from the multinomial logistic regression analysis revealed that when 

holding students’ demographic and in-college predictors constant, having one of these 

disabilities still increased the odds of non persistence.  Hierarchical multinomial logistic 

regression analysis further confirmed that the disability status significantly contributed to the 

likelihood of non-persistence over and above the combination of both the background 

characteristics and the in-college experiences factors. 

 

 

 

(A Publication of NIMH ) 
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1.4 Speech Pathology & Audiology 

 

1.4.45   CELIA BRENCHLEY &  SHANE COSTELLO.         

A model of assessment and intervention for Non-Verbal learning disability (NVLD) in the 

Australian education system: an educational and developmental psychologist perspective. 

AUSTRALIAN JOURNAL OF LEARNING DIFFICULTIES. VOL. 23, NO.1, MAY 2018, 67-

87p. 

Non-Verbal Learning Disabilities (NVLD) have a relatively rare incidence, estimated to be 

approximately 1.7% of all learning disabilities.  Symptoms of the disorder are perceptual, social 

and emotional.  These symptoms differ according to the developmental age, with 85% of cases 

being diagnosed in secondary school when education becomes more complex.  In Australia the 

intricate arrangements between funding for intervention within the school and the requirements 

from the assessment authority in each state for special provision mean that a cohesive model is 

required for school professionals to guide education for NVLD students.  This is particularly 

important to enable access to tertiary education.  A flow-chart model of assessment and 

intervention for the Australian education system is demonstrated, which draws on two case 

studies (“Katie” currently attending university and “jamie” currently in year 8) with the 

provision of Australian and international research and literature to validate the model. 

 

 

 

1.4.46   ABIRRAMI THIRUMANICKAM, ET. AL.          

Effectiveness of video-based modeling to facilitate conversational turn taking of adolescents 

with autism spectrum disorder who use AAC. 

AUGMENTATIVE AND ALTERNATIVE COMMUNICATION. VOL. 34 NO.4, 

DECEMBER  2018, 311-322p. 

This study evaluated and compared the effectiveness of packaged video modeling (VM) and 

video self-modeling (VSM) interventions to develop conversational behaviors with four 

adolescents with autism spectrum disorder (ASD) who used augmentative and alternative 

communication (AAC).  The study was conducted using an alternating treatments design nested 

within a multiple baseline design.  The intervention effect was measured using Robust-

Improvement Rate Difference (R-IRD). The result demonstrated that, overall, video-based 

modeling used in conjunction with a system of least prompts was effective in promoting 

conversation skills in adolescents with ASD who used AAC.  Without the systematic instruction, 

R-IRD indicated that these techniques yielded only small to moderate intervention effects.  The 

findings demonstrated the necessity of systematic instruction for this group of participants.  This 

investigation provides preliminary evidence to support the use of packaged video-based 

modeling interventions to develop conversation skills in adolescents with ASD who use AAC 

systems.  
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1.4.47   L.RAGUE,  ET. AL.     

Early  gesture use in fragile X syndrome.  

JOURNAL OF INTELLECTUAL DISABILITY RESEARCH, VOL. 62, PART SEVEN, JULY 

2018, 625-636p. 

BACKGROUND: Emerging evidence suggests that children with fragile X syndrome (FXS) 

exhibit abnormal gesture use early in development, although few studies have investigated the 

emergence of gesture use in this population or the impact of autism spectrum disorder (ASD) 

features on these behaviours.  The present study examined the longitudinal development of 

gesture use in infants with FXS relative to low-risk controls and infant siblings of children with 

ASD (high-risk siblings), with the goal of establishing potentially unique patterns of gesture 

development in infants with FXS and understanding the relative impact of ASD symptom 

severity on these patterns.  

METHOD: Participants included 86 male infants (39 FXS, 27 high risk siblings and 20 low-risk 

infants) assessed at 9,12 and 24 months of age. Multilevel modeling was used to assess 

differences in number of gestures used and rates of gesture use across groups, as well as the 

relative impact of   

 

 

1.4.48     STEFANIA PETHICA & MATIE BIGHM.     

“Stop talking about my disability, I am a mother”: Adopting video interaction guidance to 

increase sensitive parenting in a young mother with intellectual disability.  

BRITISH JOURNAL OF LEARNING DISABILITIES, VOL. 46, NO. 2, JUNE 2018, 136-142p. 

BACKGROUND: Parenting can be challenging for people with intellectual disabilities.  The 

nature of the parents’ intellectual disability as well as past experiences of institutionalization, 

insensitive care and inadequate support can result in parents with intellectual disabilities being 

investigated under child protection procedures.  There is little evidence for parenting 

interventions to interventions to improve attachment in parents with intellectual disability. 

METHOD: This is a case report of “Sarah,” a young mother with mild intellectual disability, 

whose children were placed on the child protection register.  A behavioural video feedback 

approach that focused on Sarah’s strengths, Video Interaction Guidance was adapted to Sarah’s 

intellectual disability. 

RESULTS: Sarah demonstrated a noticeable increase in the frequency of sensitive interactions 

with her children as well as increased engagement with support services and request for more 

instructional parenting input. 

CONCLUSION: This study demonstrates the feasibility of using Video interaction Guidance 

with parents with an intellectual disability and offers suggestions on adapting the intervention to 

suit individual parents’ needs.  Further systematic research is, however, necessary to prove the 

effectiveness of this approach. 

 

 

 

1.4.49   E. ROMBOUTS,  ET. AL    

Use of key word signing by staff in special schools and in day centres for adults with intellectual 

disability.  
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JOURNAL OF INTELLECTUAL DISBILITIES RESEARCH, VOL. 62, PART 1 , JANUARY 

2018, 21-29p. 

BACKGROUND: Staff may encourage individuals with intellectual disabilities to use manual 

signs by modeling its use, but implementing key word signing during daily activities can be 

demanding. 

METHOD: Staff’s use of manual signs was observed in four special schools and four day centres 

for adults with intellectual disabilities during communicative group activities, non-

communicative group activities and mealtimes. Using  in situ partial interval coding, we 

measured staff’s communication rate, semantic diversity of manual signs, sign reinforcement and 

sign imitation. With Chi-squared tests,  associations were measured between these variables, the 

two setting and the three activity types. 

RESULTS: During communicative activities, staff used manual signs significantly more in adult 

services than special schools.  During non-communicative activities and mealtimes, staff seldom 

used or reinforced signs. 

CONCLUSIONS : Staff communicated frequently but did not often model sign use during daily 

activities. To investigate influence from training background, further detailed measurements are 

warranted. 

 

 

 

 

(A Publication of NIMH ) 
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1.5 General 

 

 

 

1.5.50 AMMIE, T. KRON, ET. AL.           

Construct validity of the family impact of assistive technology scale for augmentative and 

alternative communication. 

AUGMENTATIVE AND ALTERNATIVE COMMUNICATION. VOL. 34 NO.4, 

DECEMBER 2018, 335-347p. 

The Family Impact of Assistive Technology Scale for Augmentative and Alternative 

Communication (FIATS-AAC) measures parent-reported functioning and factors that affect 

functioning in children who use AAC.  The aim of the current study was to assess its construct 

validity.  For the study, 47 parents of children with AAC needs completed the FIATS-AAC and 

two other parent-reported questionnaires: a child quality-of life measure and a community 

participation measures.  An interview was also conducted with a sub-set of six parents.  The 

FIATS-AAC showed a significant correlation with the child quality-of-life measure, but no 

significant associations with the community participation measure.  Interviews suggested some 

consistency between parents’ perceptions of their child’s communicative functioning after 

comparing their FIATS-AAC scores and interview responses.  This study provides evidence for 

the emerging construct validity of the FIATS-AAC as a measure linked to psychosocial aspects 

of quality-of-life in children with AAC need between the ages of 6- and 12 – years.  

 

 

 

1.5.51    CHRISTINE K. SYRIOPOULOU-DELLI, ET. AL.        

Social skills characteristics of students with autism spectrum disorder. 

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES, VOL. 64, NO.1, 

JANUARY 2018, 35-44p. 

Objectives: This study examines differences in social skills among children with a autism 

spectrum disorder (ASD). In order to investigate these differences, social skills were associated 

with variables like gender, age, intellectual disability, language development, and school type. 

\methods: For the purposes of the study a total of 63 students with ASD attending primary and 

secondary special education units were selected in Northern Greece.  A structured questionnaire 

was filled in by their teachers.  

Results: The results showed major differences between children with ASD and intellectual 

disability and those without.  Likewise, verbal children obtained higher scores than non-verbal. 

These higher scores indicated better social skills. Age, gender, and school type differentiated the 

scores of the groups only in a few factors of the questionnaire. 

Conclusion: Intellectual disability and language are variables that clearly influence the 

socialization of children with ASD. 
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1.5.52   REBECCA PRYDE  &  ANDREW JAHODA.       

A qualitative study of mothers’ experiences of supporting the sexual development of their sons 

with autism and an accompanying intellectual disability. 

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES, VOL. 64, NO.3, 

JUNE 2018, 166-174p. 

Objectives: the sexuality and sexual development of individuals with autism-spectrum disorder 

(ASD) and an accompanying intellectual disability is a neglected area, despite the fact that this 

group have the same sexual desire as their typically developing peers.  Due tto the socially 

marginalized position these individuals are often placed in, parents play a key role in supporting 

them with their developing sexuality.  It is therefore important to understand parents’ 

experiences and perspectives about their offspring’s socio-sexual needs.  

Methods: Five mothers of sons with ASD and a moderate to severe intellectual disability aged 

16-24 were recruited from voluntary organizations and interviewed. Interviews were audio 

recorded then transcribed and analysed using interpretative phenomenological analysis to draw 

out key themes from their narratives.  

Results: The mothers’ narratives were fraught with tensions.  While they acknowledged the 

importance of their sons’ developing sexuality they also thought it brought many challenges.  

They wanted to provide their sons with appropriate sex education but were concerned that 

exposure to explicit materials could encourage inappropriate sexual behavior. They wanted 

support and information to help improve their confidence in supporting their sons’ socio-sexual 

needs.  The mothers also expressed concerns about who would love their sons when they grew 

up. 

Conclusion: This study highlights the needs for services to provide sensitive and timely help for 

mothers who are supporting their sons in relation to their sexual development.  

 

 

 

1.5.53   ELIZABETTH J. HALSTEAD, ET. AL.      

Social support, coping and positive perceptions as potential protective factors for the well-bbeing 

of mothers of children with intellectual and developmental disabilities.      

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES, VOL. 64, NO.4-5, 

NOVEMBER 2018, 288-296p. 

Objectives: Behavioral and emotional problems exhibited by children with intellectual and 

developmental disabilities (IDD) have been identified as significant stressors for family members 

in both cross-sectional and longitudinal research.  However, there is variability in the extent 

which family members are affected by behavioral and emotional problems.  In the present study, 

we explored whether perceived social support, positive perceptions, or coping style explain some 

of this variability and specifically whether these three variables function as protective factors. 

Methods: One hundred and thirty-eight mothers of children aged between four and 18 years old 

with IDD participated in a cross – sectional survey. 

Results: Using  moderated multiple regressikon models, we found consistent evidence that 

perceived social support functioned as a protective factor – affecting the relationship between 

child behavioral and emotional problems and maternal depression, life satisfaction, and positive 

affect. There was no evidence that coping and positive perceptions ected as a protective factors. 
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Conclusion: Building social support through parental interventions, especially in families of 

children with behavioral and emotional problems, may result in improved well-being for mothers 

of children with IDD.  

 

 

 

1.5.54   RYAN CHRISTIAN, ET. AL.     

“Forgetting familiar faes”: staff perceptions of dementia in people with intellectual disabilities.  

BRITISH JOURNAL LEARNING DISABILITIES, VOL. 46, NO.3, SEPTEMBER 2018, 155-

162p. 

Background: Living with dementia is challenging, but poses unique difficulties for people with 

an intellectual disability. The process of dementia is also challenging for family, carers and 

friends. 

Materials and methods: This study explores the impact of dementia on direct care staff using a 

focus group methodology.  Thematic analysis was used to investigate the staff narratives. 

Results: Four key themes that emerged were as follows: (a) the difficulty of recognizing 

symptoms of dementia in people with intellectual disabilities, (b) the process of diagnosis, (c) the 

challenge of dementia for the person, (d) the emotional impact of dementia for other people. 

Conclusion: The themes identify a number of important targets for supporting staff and peers in 

this challenging area of work. 

 

 

 

1.5.55   LYNNE MARSH, ET. AL.     

“Something was wrong”: A narrative inquiry of becoming a father of a child with an intellectual 

disability in Ireland.  

BRITISH JOURNAL LEARNING DISABILITIES, VOL. 46, NO.4, DECEMBER 2018, 216-

224p. 

Background: In recent years, there has been a growth of research on men’s experiences of 

becoming fathers, most of which relates to a typically developing child without intellectual 

disabilities.  While some studies have specifically explored the experiences of becoming a father 

of a child with an intellectual disability, there are few studies from an Irish context. 

Aim: The aim of this study was to present Irish fathers’ narratives within the context of leading 

up to the diagnosis and the actual diagnosis of a child’s intellectual disability.  

Method: A qualitative narrative inquiry design was used with ten fathers aged 31-48 years 

through semi-structured interviews. 

Result: This study is part of a larger study focusing on becoming a father of a child with an 

intellectual disability in Ireland.  The findings related to finding out “something was wrong” with 

the child are presented. 

Conclusion: Fathers are emotionally affected by the diagnosis of a child’s intellectual disability.  

Therefore, healthcare professionals need to be cognizant of the emotional upheaval that such a 

diagnosis can have on fathers and be sensitive to their needs In supporting them through this 

process.      
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1.5.56   ARIE RIMMERMAN, ET. AL.     

Personal and social life of Israeli aging mothers to adult children with intellectual disabilities: 

differences related to family status and living arrangement.  

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES, VOL. 64, NO.2, 

MARCH 2018, 81-85p. 

This study explores whether aging mothers living in two-parent families whose offspring with 

intellectual disabilities do better in respect to their undesired daily life events, level of social 

support and well-being scores than mothers of one-parent families and whether there is 

difference related to their living arrangement (living with their offspring at home or out-of-

home)? Sample consists of 160 Israeli aging mothers and adult children with intellectual 

disabilities life events than those living in two-parent ones.  However, mothers of one – parent 

families whose adult children live at home report more engagement with family members than 

those of two – parent families whose adult children live at home report more engagement with 

family members than of two-parent  families whose children lie out-of-home.                   

 

 

 

1.5.57   THOMAS SANNICANDRO, ET. AL.     

Employment, income, and SSI effects of postsecondary education for people with intellectual 

disability.  

AMERICAN JOURNAL OF INTELLECTUAL AND DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITY, 

VOL. 123, NO.5, SEPTEMBER 2018, 412-425p. 

The low employment rates of individuals with intellectual disability (ID) are a major concern. 

This study examined the effect of postsecondary education on employment atrnd earnings for 

individuals with ID and the effect of state variation on those outcomes. Rehabilitation services 

administration 911 (RSA-911) files for 2008-2013 were analyzed (n=11.280 individuals with 

ID). Multilevel modeling techniques were used to understand state variation, such as various 

economic and programmatic features that influence state variation, such as various economic and 

programmatic features that influence outcomes.  Postsecondary education was associated with 

increased weekly earnings, decreased reliance on supplemental security income (SSI) benefits.  

Policy implications are discussed.   

 

 

 

1.5.58   JON PAINTER, ET. AL.     

Identifying needs-based groupings among people accessing intellectual disability services.  

AMERICAN JOURNAL OF INTELLECTUAL AND DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITY, 

VOL. 123, NO.5, SEPTEMBER 2018, 426-442p. 

There is increasing emphasis on needs-led service provision for people with intellectual 

disability (ID). This study outlines the statistical cluster analysis of clinical data from 1,692 

individuals accessing secondary care ID services in the United Kingdom (U.K.) Using objective 

needs assessment data from a newly developed ID assessment tool, six clusters were identified.  

These had clinical face validity and were validated using six concurrently (but independently) 

rated tools.  In keeping with previous studies, the clusters varied in terms of  overall level of need 
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as well as specific clinical features (autism spectrum disorder, mental health problems, 

challenging behaviors and physical health conditions). More work is now needed to further 

develop these clusters and explore their utility for planning, commissioning and optimizing 

needs-led services.  

 

 

 

1.5.59    P.HE,  ET. AL.     

Rehabilitation service utilization among adults with intellectual disabilities: Trends and 

socioeconomic disparities in China.  

JOURNAL OF INTELLECTUAL DISABILITY RESEARCH, VOL. 62, PART 9, 

SEPTEMBER 2018, 775-784p. 

BACKGROUND: Intellectual disabilities (IDs) have become a public health concern worldwide, 

but few studies on rehabilitation service utilization in this population were conducted in 

developing countries. We aimed to examine trends and socioeconomic disparities in the 

utilization of rehabilitation services among adults with IDs in China. 

METHODS: We obtained data from a population-based survey by using a multistage, 

randomized, cluster sampling process to ascertain adults with IDs in 2006 and a selected 

subsample for follow-up surveys during 2007-2013. Psychiatrists ascertained individuals with 

IDs ascertained by intelligence quotient score under 70, deficits in two or more adaptive 

behaviours and age of onset under 18 years. 

RESULTS: Overall, the utilization rate of rehabilitation services significantly increased from 

10.1% in 2007 to 33.7% in 2013, with an annual average percentage growth of 34.3% when 

adjusting for multiple confounders.  The mounting trends remained significant in all 

socioeconomic groups. The growth rates among lower socioeconomic participants were much 

higher than those among higher socioeconomic participants, and the strength in the association 

between socioeconomic position (education and region) and rehabilitation service utilization 

declined in 2007-2013. 

CONCLUSIONS: This study found an upward trend in rehabilitation service utilization in 

Chinese adults with IDs during 2007-2013, and socioeconomic disparities in rehabilitation 

service use in this population showed a downward trend over time.    

 

 

 

1.5.60 A.KOCMAN  &  G. WEBER.     

Concepts of job satisfaction in people with intellectual disability.  

JOURNAL OF INTELLECTUAL DISABILITY RESEARCH, VOL. 62, PART 9, 

SEPTEMBER 2018, 814-819p. 

BACKGROUND: There is a growing body of research on hob satisfaction in people with 

intellectual disability (ID) However, little is known about the subjective concepts of job 

satisfaction in this population. Knowledge on the conceptualization of job satisfaction in people 

with ID  and whether currently used concepts are meaningful for this population are crucial 

prerequisites to purposeful research for this group. 
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METHOD: Qualitative interviews on subjective concepts of job satisfaction were conducted with 

129 employees of sheltered workshops. Relevant concepts and associated aspects were extracted 

using content analysis. 

Results: Concepts can be grouped into holistic concepts, facet-related concepts and self-

actualising concepts of job satisfaction in people with ID. Twenty-five percent of the sample did 

not have any concept of job satisfaction.  

CONCLUSIONS: The concepts of job satisfaction in people with ID are closely related to those 

concepts as reported in organizational psychology. However, sufficient comprehension of the 

term has to be ensured prior to conducting research on job satisfaction in people with ID.  

 

 

 

1.5.61   CHARLOTTE SWIFT, ET. AL.    

Perpetrators of domestic violence abuse within Intellectual disability services: A 

hiddenpopulation?  

BRITISH JOURNAL OF LEARNING DISABILITIES, VOL. 46, NO. 2, JUNE 2018, 74-81p. 

BACKGROUND: Domestic violence abuse (DVA) has  been identified by the UK Government 

as a priority to address. Whilst there is a growing body of research into perpetrators of DVA 

from the mainstream population, there is scant research into perpetrators of DVA who have an 

intellectual disability.  This lack of an evidence base suggests there may be a group of 

individuals for whom there is no suitable treatment approach.  A Forensic Community Learning 

Disabilities Team (FCLDT) completed a multiservice evaluation of their service and sector 

CLDTs to obtain a measure of local unmet need. 

MATERIALS AND METHODS: Aretrospective review as completed for referrals to the 

FCLDT and four their sector CLDTs for 2014 AND 2015. A record sheet was designed for the 

process of data collection and the analysis of referrals. 

RESULTS: In regard to the FCLDT, 14% of the total referrals made to the FCLDT in 2014 

referenced DVA perpetration and the figure rose to 26% in 2015.  For CLDTs, 1.9% of the total 

referrals made to the cldt in 2014 and 3.18% in 2015 referenced DVA perpetration. 

 

 

 

1.5.62   CAHIT KAYA,  ET. AL.     

Differential vocational rehabilitation service patterns and outcomes for transition-age youth with 

autism. 

JOURNAL OF APPLIED RESEARCH IN INTELLECTUAL DISBILITIES, VOL. 31, NO.5, 

SEPTEMBER 2018, 862-872p. 

BACKGROUND: It is important to investigate receipt of vocational rehabilitation (VR) services, 

service patterns and outcomes for youth with autism, so that limited public resources can be used 

more efficiently.  

METHOD: This study used chi-squared automatic interaction detector, and multivariate logistic 

regression analysis to investigate relationships between demographic variables, receipt of VR 

services and employment outcomes for Transition-age youth (TAY) with Autism. 

RESULTS: The results indicate that gender, education level and cash benefits are significant 

predictors of employment outcomes.  After controlling for the effect of demographic variables, 
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several VR services (i.e., job placement, on-the-job support, on-the-job training maintenance, 

other services, information referral, and diagnostic and treatment services) were significantly 

associated with competitive employment. 

CONCLUSIONS: Overall, the results indicate that job-related services were significantly related 

to employment outcomes for TAY with Autism; therefore, it is important these youths are 

provided with more targeted job placements and supported employment services (Wehman et.al. 

2014) 

 

 

 

1.5.63  CLAUDIO DI LORITO, ET. AL.    

Co – research with adults with intellectual disability: A systematic review.  

JOURNAL OF APPLIED RESEARCH IN INTELLECTUAL DISBILITIES, VOL. 31, NO.5, 

SEPTEMBER 2018, 669-686p. 

BACKGROUND: Co-research with people with intellectual disability is a distinct form of 

patient and public involvement (ppi). This systematic review summarize published studies and 

protocols to report on the process of co-research in social and healthcare research.  

METHOD: Relevant studies were identified using electronic searches on ASSIA Psychinfo and 

Medline.  Study quality was assessed, and information relevant to the process of working with 

co-researchers was extracted and thematically analysed. 

RESULTS: Thirteen studies were retrieved.  Data are reported under three themes: (i) challenges 

of co-research; (ii) facilitators of co-research; (iii) benefits of co-research. Best practice is 

presented as a model of co-research; (iii) benefits of co-research. Content analysis on 12 research 

protocols identified four themes related to PPI. 

CONCLUSIONS: All stakeholders involved in co-research with people with intellectual 

disability can benefit, providing there is adequate infrastructure to accommodate and empower 

the co-researchers. Many current intellectual disability research project still lack systematic 

involvement of PPI members.  

 

 

 

 

1.5.64  LISA O’LEARY, ET. AL.    

Early death and causes of death of people with down syndrome: A systematic review.  

JOURNAL OF APPLIED RESEARCH IN INTELLECTUAL DISBILITIES, VOL. 31, NO.5, 

SEPTEMBER 2018, 687-708p. 

BACKGROUND: It is thought that people with Down syndrome die younger than the general 

population, but that survival rates are improving. 

METHODS: Five databases were searched for keywords related to intellectual disabilities. Down 

syndrome and moratality. Strict inclusion criteria were applied.  Information from 34 selected 

studies was tabulated, extracted and synthesized. 

RESULTS: People with Down syndrome died about 28 years younger than the general 

population.  Congenital heart anomalies, comorbidities, low birthweight, and Black and minority 

ethnicity influenced earlier age of death, as did younger maternal age and poorer parental 

education. Congenital heart anomalies and respiratory conditions were the leading causes of 
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death, and more common than in the general population.  Survival rates have improved over 

time, particularly for those with congenital heart anomalies. 

 

 

 

 

1.5.65    FRED DUNWODIE STIRTON & PAULINE HESLOP.    

Medical certificates of cause of death for people with intellectual disabilities: A systematic 

literature review.  

JOURNAL OF APPLIED RESEARCH IN INTELLECTUAL DISBILITIES, VOL. 31, NO.5, 

SEPTEMBER 2018, 659-668p. 

BACKGROUND: Mortality studies can help reduce health inequalities by informing public 

policy through a better understanding of causes of death and comorbidities. Mortality studies 

often rely on Medical Certificates of Cause of Death (MCCD) for data. 

METHOD: A systematic review was undertaken to identify the extent and nature of issues in 

recording causes of death for people with intellectual disability of MCCD.  

RESULTS: Fifteen of the 25 articles included in the literature review raised concerns about the 

accuracy of MCCD in identifying the cause(s) of death of people with intellectual disability. The 

most frequent issues were the under-reporting of intellectual disability on MCCD, and listing 

intellectual disability or an associated condition as an underlying cause of death. 

CONCLUSIONS: Concerns about the accuracy and reliability of MCCD for people with 

intellectual disability raise questions about mortality data based on MCCD. Clear guidance is 

required from WHO for those completing MCCD for people with intellectual disability. 

 

 

 

 

1.5.66 DAMIEN BRENNAN, ET. AL.    

“What’s going to happen when we’re gone?” Family caregiving capacity for older people with 

an intellectual disability in Ireland.  

JOURNAL OF APPLIED RESEARCH IN INTELLECTUAL DISBILITIES, VOL. 31, NO.2, 

2018, 226-235p. 

BACKGROUND: Changing family sociodemographic factors, increased life expectancy for 

people with an intellectual disability, deinstitutionalization and policy prioritization of the family 

as the principal care provider, presents new challenges to care sustainability. 

Method: A qualitative study design was employed, entailing focus groups and semi structured 

interviews, with purposive sampling via the parent study population of the intellectual Disability 

Supplement to the Irish Longitudinal Database Ageing. 

Results: The traditional sociodemographic facilitators of family care giving are in rapid decline.  

Families perceived limited support from services and limited future care options.  Few future 

care plans have been formulated.  A strong possibility exists of placement of older family 

members with an intellectual disability in out-of-family home care. 

Conclusion: To anticipate and provide for quality care supports, there is a need to establish 

proactive initiative, for both people with an intellectual disability and their families’, to facilitate 

the early formation of long-term care plans. 
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1.5.67 CRISTINA JENARO,  ET. AL.    

Internet and cell phone usage patterns among young adults with intellectual disabilities.  

JOURNAL OF APPLIED RESEARCH IN INTELLECTUAL DISBILITIES, VOL. 31, NO.2, 

2018, 259-272p. 

BACKGROUND: The risk and opportunities associated with the use of technologies are of 

growing research interest.  Patterns of technology usage illuminate these opportunities and risks. 

However, no studies have assessed the usage patterns (frequency, duration, and intensity) and 

elated factors in young people with intellectual disabilities. 

Methods: Questionnaires on internet and cell phone usage patterns, the internet Over-Use Scale 

and the Cell-Phone Over-Use Scale, as well as the Back Depression Inventory were filled out in 

one-on-one interviews of 216 youth with intellectual disabilities. 

Results: Young people with disabilities make more social and recreational rather than 

educational use of these tools, and show higher rates of excessive use of both technologies than a 

comparison group of 410 young people without disabilities. Also, their overuse is associated 

with other unhealthy behaviors. 

Conclusion: The framework of support needs of people with disabilities should be considered to 

promote health internet and cell phone use. 

 

 

 

1.5.68   STEPHANIE RYAN,  ET. AL.    

Patterns of sport participation for youth with autism spectrum disorder and intellectual disability.  

JOURNAL OF APPLIED RESEARCH IN INTELLECTUAL DISBILITIES, VOL. 31, NO.3, 

MAY 2018, 369-378p. 

BACKGROUND: Little is known about sport participation in youth with Autism Spectrum 

Disorder (ASD). The current study examined sport characteristics (frequency. Diversity, positive 

soial experiences [PSE]) for youth with ASD and intellectual disability compared to youth with 

intellectual disability alone and explored the personal and contextual correlates of involvement. 

METHOD: Parents (N=409) completed an online survey, and multiple mediation analyses were 

used to examine the factors that explained the relationships between sport involvement in youth 

with ASD and intellectual disability. 

RESULTS: No significant main effects of ASD status were found for frequency or diversity, but 

youth with intellectual disability alone had higher scores for PSE compared to youth with ASD 

and intellectual disability.  Sociocommunicative abilities, coach relationship and resources 

mediated the relationship between ASD status and PSE. 

CONCLUSIONS: A better understanding of the factors related to sport is essential for allowing 

families, service providers and policy makers to improve involvement for youth with ASD.   

 

 

 

1.5.69    DONALD M. LINHORST,  ET. AL.   

Characteristics and outcomes of people with intellectual and developmental disabilities 

participating in a mental health court.  
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AMERICAN JOURNAL ON INTELLECTUAL AND DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES, 

VOL. 123, NO.4 JULY 2018, 359-370p. 

This study compares characteristics and outcomes of 70 defendants with and 1,122 without 

intellectual and developmental disabilities (IDD) participating in a mental health court.  

Demographic and clinical characteristics differed, but criminal justice or program characteristics 

did not. Age, race, marital status, living situation, court location, health insurance status, and 

likelihood of mental illness or substance abuse diagnosis differed between the two groups.  

When controlling for other factors, a diagnosis of IDD did not affect the odds of negative 

termination from the court but did reduce the odds of rearrest within 1 year of leaving the court.  

Some mental health corts exclude people with IDD;  the study concludes   

 

 

 

1.5.70   XIN WEI,  ET. AL.   

Job searching, job duration, and job loss among young adults with autism spectrum disorder.  

JOURNAL OF VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION, VOL. 48, NO.1, 2018, 1-10p. 

Background: With evidence pointing to particularly poor employment outcomes for young adults 

with ASD, it is important to understand their employment experiences in order to develop 

effective interventions that address their needs.  

OBJECTIVE: We compared the job search experience, job duration, and job loss of young adults 

with Autism Spectrum disorder (ASD) and their peers with four other types of disabilities. 

METHODS: The study analyzed wave 5 data collected in 2009 from youth or their parents who 

were included in the National Longitudinal Transition Study-2 (NLTS-2), a  nationally 

representative sample of youth who received special education services  in high school. 

RESULTS:  Among 21 to 25 year olds with ASD, fewer than 30% were looking for a paid job at 

the time of the interview and approximately 22% found a job on their own, the lowest rates 

among the five disability groups included in the analyses. It took them an average of 14 months 

to find a job, longer than the other disability groups. Young adults with ASD held a job for an 

average of 24 months, longer than youth in two of the other disability categories.  The main 

reason young adults with ASD became unemployed is because their temporary job ended.  Those 

who were older, were from higher-income households, had better conversational or functional 

skills, or attended postsecondary schools had more positive employment experiences. 

CONCLUSIONS: Young adults with ASD experienced considerable difficulty obtaining long-

term employment, and more research is needed to determine strategies for improving their 

employment outcomes. 

 

 

 

1.5.71   PETER SMITH, ET. AL.   

Developing open employment outcomes for people with an intellectual disability uilising a social 

enterprise framework.  

JOURNAL OF VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION, VOL. 48, NO.1, 2018, 59-77p. 

BACKGROUND: Workplace participation for people with ID is a major policy issue, with both 

economic and social imperatives. Policy reforms in Australia associated with the implementation 
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of the National Disability insurance Scheme (NDLS) require new and innovative approaches to 

address these problems. 

OBJECTIVE: this project was established to investigate now a socal enterprise framework could 

be used as a mechanism to transform supported employment services (Australian disability 

Enterprises) into open employment settings that secure meaningful, rewarding, and sustainable 

employment for people with ID. 

METHODS: A systematic literature review was undertaken, and a model of social enterprise was 

developed that would be inclusive of people with ID.  The theoretical model was reviewed by 

industry experts and refined.  Its practical application and feasibility was then tested through the 

implementation of an organizational audit and strategic planning exercise.  This was designed to 

produce an enterprise model.   

RESULTS:  Social enterprise is an umbrella term describing any organization that focuses on 

social change.  For people with ID, its essential features include an economically viable business, 

which provide the payment of a living wage’, in a setting involving meaningful work that 

includes opportunities for the acquisition of socially valued skills and career development as well 

as contributing the person’s opportunities for social relationships.  

CONCLUSION:  Though a challenging undertaking, social enterprise provides a promising 

employment option for some prople with ID, when such initiatives are driven from executive and 

senior personnel of an organization. 

 

 

 

1.5.72   ETRAT SELANIKYO, ET.AL.  

Effectiveness of the co-pid for students with moderate intellectual disability.  

THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY, VOL. 72, NO.2. MARCH-

APRIL 2018, 7202205090p1-7202205090p10. 

OBJECTIVE. We aimed to corroborate the effectiveness of the collaborative consultation for 

participation of students with intellectual disability (Co-PID), intended for enhancing 

participation in classroom-related activities. 

METHOD.The study took place in two special education schools and included students with 

moderate intellectual and developmental disabilities ages 7-20 yr.  The schools were randomly 

assigned to intervention (Co-PID; N = 28 students, n=4 teachers) groups. Participation was 

evaluated at pre-and posttest of an 8-mo intervention. 

RESULTS. The co-PID improved students ability to choose among provided options.  

Additionally, the co-PID group achieved more goals (measured by goal attainment scaling) than 

the IS group in all participation areas, and their enhanced participation transferred to other school 

environments (as measured by the school function assessment). 

CONCLUSION. The Co-PID was found to be an effective program for enhancing classroom and 

school participation. 
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Children with mental retardation often seem incapable of self initiated learning.  A training 
experiment was designed to determine whether such children could spontaneously invent 
more efficient addition strategies for calculating simple sums, apply these strategies to larger, 
unpracticed combinations; and retain these strategies after 5 months.  An experimental group 
and a control group were shown a basic concerts counting procedure.  Over 6 months, the 
experimental group was given regular opportunities to practice computing sums.  Many of 
them invented calculational short cuts.  On immediate and delayed post tests, they used 
significantly more sophisticated strategies than did control participants.  Results suggested 
that children with mental retardation can invent, transfer and retain strategies or learning 
tasks.   
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